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mainly around the edges of the Russian Plain, the mountains
also were formed on its periphery.
THE FORMATION OF THE RUSSIAN PLAIN
The East European Section
We have already described how the whole of the Russian
Plain, based on rigid crystalling rocks, was not affected to
any great or appreciable extent by folding. Thus the epeiro-
genic movements which lifted the land vertically, or depressed
it, merely allowed marine transgressions to cover the old
rocks with sedimentary deposits which have remained prac-
tically horizontal and so have brought about the creation of
the Plain.
The Central Siberian Plateau became dry land in very
early times, while the East European Plain was finally raised
up only in Quaternary times. The Black Sea-Caspian Sea
depression was for a very long period part of a great Southern
Ocean which included the present Mediterranean Sea, from
which the Black and Caspian Seas, at first a single sea, were
separated in the Tertiary period. The final separation of the
two latter seas took place towards the end of the Tertiary
period, when the land surface of the U.S.S.R. began to assume
a shape substantially similar to that which it has to-day.
During the Quaternary period the surface of the East
European Plain was subjected to a whole range of geological
processes which determined many of the present details of
relief, and the river net as we know it to-day was created.
The most important event, and one which has profoundly
influenced the geography of the Soviet Union, probably more
than any other geological phenomenon, was the Quaternary
Glaciation.
Glaciation also occurred in the Siberian section of the
Plain, but owing to its special and peculiar features, that
will be dealt with separately.
During the Great Ice Age there were at least three glacial
periods during which the ice-sheets advanced. In the inter-